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1. Application timeline
2. Different types of applications
3. Test optional vs. test blind
4. Common Mistakes when filling out applications
5. PIQs versus Common App Essays
6. When do I need a Letter of Recommendation?
7. Xello
8. Application Check Google Form
9. How to support your student during application season

10. Financial Aid reminders

What We Will Cover:



Application Timeline

Oct 1st

All college 
applications are now 

open

Nov 15th
Last day to submit 

application for 
review on the 

Application Check 
Google Form

Nov 30th

UC and CSU 
applications due

Feb 15th
Last day to submit 
FAFSA/CADAA for 

extra graduation 
tickets

*** Community College applications occur later; our main focus right now are the 4-year 
colleges that have earlier deadlines

Dec

FAFSA/CADAA
Applications Open

Date TBA



Early Decision versus Early Action

Early Decision
A student who is 

accepted as an ED 
applicant MUST attend 

the college (binding)

Early Action
Students receive an 

early response to their 
application but do not 
have to commit to the 

college until the normal 
reply date of May 1st.

ED plans can be difficult 
because 

students/families do not 
have the opportunity to 

compare financial aid 
offers. 



Test Optional

Students may choose 
to submit SAT/ACT 

scores 

If a student does not 
submit any scores, it 

will not count against 
them

Test Blind

Schools will not take 
students’ test scores 

into consideration 
during the admissions 

process

Even if students send 
scores, they will not 

be used in the 
admissions process



Different Colleges Require Different Applications
California State University System

CSU
UC

The University of California System

The Common Application 
is used for some private or 

out-of-state schools. 
Others may provide their 

own application

No letters of 
recommendation or 

essays

No letters of 
recommendation, but 

requires Personal Insight 
Questions 

(PIQs)/Involvement



You’ll notice:
Not every school will ask for a letter of 
recommendation. Students need to be 

positive before asking their 
recommenders!

Students should send 
their recommenders a 

“brag sheet” to help 
highlight their 

accomplishments, 
interests and other items 

it would be helpful to 
know while writing a LOR.

A template is available as 
an assignment on Xello



What’s the 
difference 

between a PIQ 
and a College 

Essay?



● 1 prompt, 650 word maximum

● Writing style matters; 5-paragraph structure is 
recommended

● Literary tone

● Centers on anecdote with “hook”

● Supported by recommendation letters

● Focus on personal values and growth experiences

● Core of prompt: “Who are you”

Common App Essay (and many other college essays)



● 4 responses, 350-word maximum each

● Not scored on structure or style

● Factual tone

● Examples over storytelling

● Self-advocacy

● Focus on actions taken, impact

● Core of questions: “What have you done with available opportunities?”

Think of it as answering an interview question, rather than writing a fancy 
storytelling essay

Common mistakes: Writing too much of your PIQ about someone else, avoiding “I 
statements”, using too much “fluffy writing”. 

UC Personal Insight Questions



Applying for Fall 2024 
(undergraduate)

Graduation Date: June 6, 2024

This number is usually $0 for 
most families

All college classes are at 
a “Freshman” level on 

the CSU app

Dates to Check

Double Check 
Untaxed Income

College Classes

We are a SEMESTER 
school!

Term Type
A-F Grading System

On a 4.0 scale

Grading Scale

Things to Double Check in the Application



Tips for Guiding Students Through the College Application Process:

● Arrange Campus Visits

● Discuss a plan - Do they want to stay local, live at 
home etc

● Build a College List- Xello

● Search for Scholarships- Xello/ Ms. Morgan’s 
Emails/Monthly 2024 GLT Newsletter



Xello and the Common App

Students must connect 
their Common Applications 

with Xello
BEFORE sending requests to their 

recommenders, students need to connect 
their Common Application to their Xello 

account! 

This enables us as their counselors to 
submit all necessary documents and 

complete all required recommendations.

https://youtu.be/04NM98f0pPc

https://youtu.be/04NM98f0pPc


Application Check Google Form
All students are being asked to upload their 

applications into a google form BEFORE 
submitting them to the schools. 

https://bit.ly/2024CollegeAppReview

https://bit.ly/2024CollegeAppReview


● UCs ($80/app -- Fee Waivers Available)
○ Applications open on August 1st
○ Due November 30th

● CSUs ($70/app -- Fee Waivers Available)
○ Applications open on October 1st
○ Due November 30th

● Private Universities ($0-$90/app -- Fee Waivers Available)
○ Applications are due at different times
○ Admission requirements vary

● Community Colleges (Free Application)
○ Apply in January to get Priority Registration
○ Complete Onboarding

Application Fees



Grossmont-Cuyamaca timeline

December
Apply for Financial Aid

MARCH 2024
Complete Onboarding 

Process and Meet 
w/Grossmont Counselors

Field trip to Grossmont 
College *Pending College’s approval.

Early JuNE

JAN/FEB 2024
Apply to Grossmont 

for Fall 2024



Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise
What is the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise?
The Promise is an opportunity for first-time students who are CA residents attending 
full-time to attend college tuition-free for up to 2 years. The Promise helps students 
become career and transfer ready, providing seamless guidance and financial support 
through the completion of their academic and career development goals.

What is covered under the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise?
The Promise program covers tuition and mandatory student fees for fall and spring 
semesters.
* $46 per Unit
* $20 State-mandated Health Fee (Summer $17)
* $1 Student Representation Fee
* $5 Student Center Construction Fee (Cuyamaca College)

What does the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise NOT pay for?
Students are responsible for paying for books, supplies, parking permits, and any 
course fees. Additional financial support may be available through financial aid for 
eligible students.

Does the Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise cover summer classes (taken 
after high school)?
No. Tuition and mandatory fees for summer classes are not included in the 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise. Enrollment in summer classes does not 
impact eligibility for the Promise in fall, but costs are the responsibility of the student.



great option for students who are 
interested community college after high 
school. 

Students can also use the 
Grossmont-Cuyamaca College Promise as a 
backup plan to a four-year university.  





CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, including icons by 
Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik.

On Campus Resources

@helixcollege_careercenter

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr


College Lunch Visits at Helix

Opportunity for Helix students to meet 
with a college representative!

September 25: Whittier College (in the Quad)
September 26: Occidental College (room 180)
September 27: UC San Diego (room 190)
September 28: Bates College (room 180)
September 29: Oregon State University (room 180)
October 2: Boston University (room 180)
October 5: University of Southern California (room 180)
October 6: Bryn Mawr College (room 180)

Email morgan@helixcharter.net if you have any questions.

mailto:morgan@helixcharter.net


Financial Aid Reminders

Complete and 
submit the 

FAFSA/CADAA 

Starting in 
December

Upload a copy of 
your SAR or 

CADAA 
submission 

confirmation to 
Xello

After you submit

Complete the 
process BEFORE 

February 15, 
2024 to earn 2 

extra 
graduation 

tickets

2/15/24

● Oct 12th- Financial Aid Information Night



Questions?


